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a long description of the struggles for supremacy
between two branches of the Lunar dynasty.
The Ramayana.
The story runs that King Dasaratha, reigning
at Ayodhya, has two sons, Rama and Lakshmana,
by his wife Kausalya, and one, named Bharata,.
by his other wife Kaikeyi.
While Rama is still a youth he enters into a
competition to bend the miraculous bow of Siva
the Destroyer, which is in the possession of Janaka,
king of the neighbouring State of Mithela (North
Behar and Tirhut) ; he proves successful and wins
Sita, the king's most beautiful daughter, as his
bride, for she is the prize.
Now, in an absent moment, Dasarafha has
promised to grant Kaikeyi any two boons which
she may desire, and the lady, being jealous of * he
favoured eldest son Rama, bethinks her of
demanding his banishment for fourteen years to
the forest of Dandaka and the installation of her
son Bharata in his stead. Dasaratha has to comply
and directs Rama to leave. The young prince
accordingly sets out with his loving wife Sita and
his brother Lakshmana, who insists on accom-
panying them.
Some little time afterwards the sorrowing father
dies of grief, and Bharata, who declines to succeed
to the throne, goes off in search of Rama ; he finds
him at Citrakuta on the bank of the river Pisuni,
and endeavours to persuade him to return to his